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Presbyter’s Report to the AGM 2014

It is a strange oddity that for most people being a Christian means going to church on Sundays, where some hymns or songs are sung, prayers are spoken, the bible is read and explained, bread and wine are shared, and an offering is received. This understanding of church is shared by both those inside and outside the church.  What is odd is that this does not seem to be what Jesus did most of the time. Surely to be a Christian means trying to follow Jesus – his words, his ideas, his example. So what do we hear Jesus saying, thinking, doing? He proclaimed the Kingdom of God, explained its nature and lived its reality, by his reaction to others, his care for the oppressed, whether oppressed by others or disease, or evil powers – anything that opposed God.

Being a follower, then, is more to do with our interaction with God’s Kingdom and the world around us, than an hour of worship on Sundays. Not that Sunday is unimportant; it is the place and time when we focus on that bigger task with those who share our faith. Sadly too often however Sunday worship has become the only task.  

One of our callings as a parish is to rediscover the place our Christian faith has in what we do during each day – our work, leisure and involvement in our communities. It is about celebrating all that we do for this bigger task, and encouraging each other to see this as our primary work with Sunday supporting it, not the other way round.

An aspect of this I want to explore next year is how we can export our faith into our community more effectively, not necessarily to increase our Sunday congregations, though that might happen, but to become closer to our true calling in Christ.

Some of this will involve looking at and improving what we are already doing, and some might be having a go at something new. This is always risky, but there is no growth without risk. How about it?

Three other matters of note:

1. In 2015, unless someone unexpected emerges, I will become the sole Superintendent for the Otago-Southland Synod of the Methodist Church. This will mean more time away from Parish work. This year, when I have only been a ‘co-Super’, I have had to deal with Synod agendas, trying to find a parish for a presbyter leaving, and a presbyter for a different parish without one, amongst other things.  Thankfully the synod is committed to reimbursing the parish for at least some of this work but it will mean you see a little less of me. 

2. Through the Pastoral and Worship committees we held a Quiet Day in Riverton in July. Its success will mean a more permanent feature in our parish calendar for those who need time away to reflect on their situation.

3. I have been able to tie in Sunday worship, Kids Klub and occasional Study Group material on the same themes. I do not know how effective this has been for those taking part, but I hope it has been so. Recently we looked at Exodus together. 

Peter Taylor

Financial Reports – see separate PDFs
Invercargill Methodist Parish

Report on the Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2014 
See separate PDFs for the Reviewed Annual Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2014.

It will be noticed that the format of the accounts this year has changed.

The Financial reporting Act 2013 is now law and, changes have also been made to the Charities Act 2005 that makes it mandatory for registered charities to produce financial statements that comply with the Financial Reporting Act.

The accounts are prepared under the Accrual Accounting regime which involves the charging of depreciation on assets so as to reflect the reduction in value due to use and age, and also the bringing into account of everything relating to the activities of the Parish within the twelve months under review.

The accounts for the twelve months to 30 June 2014 record a deficit of $46,191 (2013 year, a deficit of $25,974), however when we look at these results before deducting the non-cash item of depreciation the actual operating result for 2014 is a deficit of $605 (2013 a surplus of $18,940)

By and large this is a satisfactory result given the economic times we are in however I would like to make note of the following:

Offerings and Pledged giving income has reduced by $15,356.

We should remind parishioners that the IRD tax rebate system is something that can be claimed and gifted back to the parish.

Another important income source for the parish is Affordables and the people involved in running the activity have worked well in recording a surplus of $12,792.

The Parish properties have run close to budget and various maintenance issues have been addressed this year.

Parish Council has adopted a 2015 operating budget before depreciation of $20,930 deficit (2014 $6,432 deficit).

This result however is a “worse-case scenario” and we are looking forward to a positive and challenging year ahead, which we pray we will find to be both satisfying and enjoyable.

David Little.

Parish Treasurer

19 September 2014  





Worship and Education Committee Annual Report 2014.

[1] Education:

· Kids Club.
The number and ages of children regularly attending Kids Klub this year has meant that we only have one group and often the Crèche children with their rostered person have joined in with Kids Klub so the group we have are from 4 – 9 years approximately. They are a small but keen group who want to know about the Lord and how to live as Christians in today's World.

Peter, Neil and Carol met to resource material to match with the Lectionary and themes for Kids Klub for 2014 and Carol has organised the Roster for Kids Klub. The Crèche Roster is part of the overall Church Roster now. 

This Kids Klub /Worship link has worked well as the Themes can be discussed by all and shared. We are now looking forward to continuing this for 2015.

Neil Salter has continued his Children’s Ministry ensuring there have been games at Kids Klub when he has been able to. Susanne Staples has also taken singing at Kids Klub when the numbers of children have made this viable.

Some very successful Fun Sundays have also been organised. These are now held on the first Sunday after the term starts to ensure the children can be there to take part.

Kids Club has continued to run well and has been a great learning experience for our children. A big thank you to all who have aided in any way with the vital role of teaching our children and supporting and nurturing our children in the Crèche.

Thank you also to all involved for their wonderful work with the children with their end of year message to us. 

If you feel you would like to play a part in this vital role of our Church please talk to Carol McKenzie about it.  
· Study Groups.
The Monday night group has continued to meet and has been using and enjoying material from 10 Minutes on Tuesday which is a Refresh Resource from Mission Resourcing and material prepared by Peter eg. the Advent, Lenten and Exodus studies . Thank you to Nicol for his Leadership of this group.

Peter has also provided material for and led Advent study groups starting in November for 4 weeks and for Lenten Study groups and a 6 week Study on Exodus has just been completed. 

Thanks to those who organise or host these groups. If you are interested in a study group please contact one of the Parish Stewards.

Peter also planned and led a very successful Quiet Day held at and hosted by the Riverton Church. 
[2] Worship:
The past year has continued to be a busy one for Peter and the Lay Preachers as they have continued to ensure that the Preaching Plan is filled so that we have been able to continue to minister at Lindisfarne and in Bluff and Riverton. Peter and the preachers have met a few times in the year both to fill the details of the preaching plan and to share experiences of preaching and do some study together. This is valuable not just for all the preachers but stimulates them all in their important ministry.

On Sunday 2 February an Induction Service was at held at Lindisfarne to induct Peter as the new Co-Superintendent of the Otago – Southland Synod. We welcomed the President of Methodist Conference – Rev Rex Nathan and the vice-President Jan Tasker to lead this service along with other Ordained and Lay members of the Otago-Southland Synod. 

We thank Murray, Joan and Doug for taking Services at the Rest Homes when they are able.

Thank you to all who have served so well on the Worship and Education Committee during the past year. It is with sadness that we accepted Nicol Macfarlane's resignation from this Committee. A very big thank you to Nicol for all your wonderful work on this committee. Thank you also to Beth Gibbs who has taken over from Nicol as our Minute Secretary. Thank you also to Mags Kelly who continues to organise the Prayer Book Roster for Services. 

We have been privileged to have Chris Powley and Lynley McKerrow as guest preachers and they have added another dimension to our services.

We also wish to thank the Organists, Band and Choir for their Musical input, the Control room staff, the Sacramental Stewards, those on the Flower Roster and the other Duty Rosters for the love and support you have extended to the Worship team during this last year. 

We offer a special thank you to Peter for his Ministry within the Lindisfarne Parish which is appreciated and valued by us all and we thank Sharon for her support and role within our Church.

Carol McKenzie (Convenor)
Choir Report

2013/2014 has been a steady choir year once again busy with regular practices and taking part in Sunday services.

Hazel Christie sadly had to stop accompanying us due to ill health but Raewyn, as well as continuing to take the choir, has taken over the accompanying role as well. She is assisted by Margaret and Fay as needed and we continue to find inspiring pieces on the internet. 
We sang at Val Scott’s funeral and were pleased to be able to help in the service to celebrate her life.

We had suppers to celebrate Stephanie’s 80th and Margret Maka’s marriage.
The choir maintains steady numbers and its members still enjoy making music a vibrant part of Peter’s Sunday services.

Thanks to all the dedication of Raewyn and the members of the choir.

Carolyn McDonald (President)
Lindisfarne Methodist Women’s Fellowship

We have a membership of 21 with an average of 12 attending each month. Executive members take turn in leading the meetings.

July 5th
AGM Leader Mags Kelly welcomed 14 members. Special welcome to Mr Eddie Bremer our chairperson for the afternoon.








Aug 1st  
Mr Nicol Macfarlane entertained us with all his treasured “Little Boxes”. Amazing what those little boxes held.





Sept 5th
MWF ladies enjoyed an afternoon out at the “Cabbage Tree” Restaurant. Rev. Peter attended – Thanks to Bryon King for driving the van.




Oct 3rd 
Save the Children Fund “Goods for Sale”.





Nov 7th
Betty Snell, member of our MWF, wonderful with flowers. She made “Tussey Musseys” most everyone received one to take home.



Dec 5th 
Executive Members. Christmas readings and carols. Rev. Peter devotions – readings; Shanay – two recitations.

2014

Feb 6th 
First meeting for the year – interesting stories from members over Christmas/New Year.

March 6th 
Members – readings from Special Project – “A Brighter Future for Home and Abroad”

April 3rd  
“Special Project” month. Guest speaker from Women’s Refuge in Invercargill. We welcomed Cathie who gave us insight into the work they do. They cover a large area and ages range from 16 – 76 years.








May 1st 
Guest Speaker Rev. Peter Taylor who presented a very interesting talk on Luke the Physician.




June 5th 
We welcomed Laura from No 10 Youth health – helping youth with all kind of problems – and proving to be very successful.

A special thank you to guests who have made our monthly MWF meetings very interesting and enjoyable.

Mrs Elsie Gettins
Our patient in Wakari Hospital Dunedin. Members keep in touch with Elsie by writing and sending a small gift each month.

Sympathy
We extend our deepest sympathy to those who have lost loved ones during the past year. Remembering with love: Val Scott and Olive Thomson.

A thank you to:


· Meals on Wheels
Iris & Helpers

· Mission News

Eleanor

· NCW


Betty

· Sales Table

Iris

· Stamps


Judith

Executive Leaders – who have made MWF meetings enjoyable.






Also to Beth – a special thanks for taking care of finances.

A big thank you to Ron our very popular van driver.


Stephanie Fannin:  Secretary

Lindisfarne Ladies Evening Group (LEG's)

We meet on the first Tuesday of the Month at 7.45pm. Our meetings begin with Devotions followed by our business meeting then we have a Guest Speaker or activity arranged by the hostesses for that month and we finish with supper and fellowship. 

Our Annual Meetings are held in June each year with an Annual Dinner.

We have had an interesting year with an average of 12 members at each meeting.

We began our 2013 / 2014 year sharing our favourite recipes and have continued to have interesting speakers and /or activities including:

Peter Taylor telling us the origins of the New Testament

Betty Snell teaching us how to make Christmas table decorations.

Noeline Collie spoke to us of the excellent work done by Citizens Advice.

We made Christmas Cards for all on the Church Roll.

A Games evening.

We enjoyed Coffee and Dessert at First on Windsor.

A local author, Karen Pivott, spoke to us about how she is publishing books on Kindle.

Mr Peter Swayne spoke to us about how the Southland Foodbank operates.

Keith McKenzie spoke on their recent trip from Adelaide to Melbourne and on the Melbourne International Flower Show. 

We visited Ruth Spain's Victorian and Art Deco Museum at Kapuka.

We shared our “Treasures” and the stories behind them. 

During the year we have also catered for a couple of celebrations and the money from this has enabled us to donate $200 each to the Westpac Helicopter, Bluff Coastguard and the Solomon Islands MWF objective. 

At our Annual Meeting in June Carolyn McDonald was thanked for the great job she has done as our Secretary / Treasurer for several years and Judith Stevens was also thanked for her excellent job as President. 

Our current Office Bearers are: 

Carol McKenzie – President

Raewyn Birss – Vice President

Daphne Salter – Secretary / Treasurer. 
Property, Finance and Service Committee

A full year of meetings with sound but average results.

The Financial Accounts, attached as a separate set of results, show a satisfactory result considering the ageing of the congregation; reflected in the lower value of the offerings for the year.

Property Management is important as the income generated is valuable. The Community Centre is well supported but the income is very competitively challenged. Both rental houses have changed tenants during the year with only short durations of lost income and good service from our Management Group.

The Affordables second-hand store in Centre Street is back to full operations and has had some very good monthly results. The Manager and her large team of volunteer helpers are to be congratulated on the results. The parish relies on this significant and regular income.

Committee members have planned maintenance for some of our buildings and this is included in the next budget, compiled by our treasurer.

Various items have been considered at regular meetings throughout the year and I thank members for their attendance and input.

Ian Findlay (Convenor)
Outreach & Pastoral Committee
Committee: Rev Peter Taylor, Margaret Brass, Raweyn Birss, Fay Brown, Joan Farley, Dorothy King, Judith Stevens, Daphne Salter

Our committee has a bi-monthly meeting held the First Tuesday in the month at 6.30 pm, and is an open meeting to anyone who would like to come and join us

We have combined meetings with the Pastoral Team. (The Pastoral Care Team also has separate meetings when required.) Reported separately

We have this year


# Given Grants to 



*The Southland Interchurches Council for Hospital Chaplaincy



* Churches Education Commission Southland Trust (Bible in Schools)



* Southland Tertiary Chaplaincy


# Looked and worked on the Strategic Plan in the areas that concern us.


# Continued to support and aid our Outreach and pastoral activities:  Brown Bags, Craft Group, Friday Club, Sit and Be Fit, Story Room, Social and Fundraising and our mid-week lunches and church service (bi-monthly), as mentioned in the following reports, that speak for themselves, but without the help of you, the volunteer, we cannot do these activities.

I would like to thank my committee for their help and support throughout my last 2 years and welcome Raweyn Birss as new convenor for the coming year. 

Daphne Salter (Convenor)  

· Social Committee
This year we have made cheese rolls, held a garage sale and a Thanksgiving Dinner. Any new ideas would be appreciated.

Fay (Convenor)

· Craft Group

The craft group is an enthusiastic group of 8 ladies. Interesting at times, but willing to learn new skills.

Fay (Convenor)

· Pastoral Care Team Report
Pastoral Team are: Rev. Peter, Hilda, Daphne, Joan, Murray, Verna, Mags, Betty, Carol & Dorothy, Muriel, Stephanie

This group is a team of the wider Outreach / Pastoral Committee.

This group have met regularly to:

· Update the pastoral list;

· Care for individuals;

· Provide lunch following the Mid-Week Services;

· Distribute some food to shut-in folk and to others in need;

· Oversee Prayer Chain;

· Oversee Van and delivery of Bulletins;

· Oversee Home Communion


We had two special events during the year:

1. Quiet Day at Riverton in July;

2. Dementia Talk in September;


We welcome David Squire who is now the contact person for Meals on Wheels.

Dorothy King  (Convenor)
· Outreach Groups 
BROWN BAGS

Brown Bags are one-off emergency food parcels issued through care agencies such as Women’s Refuge, Nga Kete Matauranga Pounamu, Rape Crisis.  Over the past financial year 75 have been issued.

Special Christmas parcels were distributed through “our” schools to 15 families in particular need.

We are very grateful to those of our congregation who make donations specifically for this work, including those who regularly put food or money in the basket each Sunday.

FRIDAY CLUB

Friday Club is held monthly for children aged about 7 to 12. They listen to a story, plays games and do a craft activity such as Wearable Art, Easter bushes, un-Mother’s Day cards, bird feeders, dominos. The meeting finishes with a two-course sit-down meal. Over the past financial year numbers attending have ranged from 30 to 12, with an average of 20 children. They are aided by two teams of adult helpers, one with the children and the other preparing the meal. We are very grateful to all who help. 

STORY ROOM

Storyroom has been part of our Outreach for over 30 years. Children from six local schools come to share in the joy of reading and working together. Liz Miller continued to coordinate this activity, which is led by two or three adult leaders on each of the Storyroom days – Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

SIT AND BE FIT

This programme of seated aerobics is attended by an average of 13-14 people each Thursday afternoon. This includes a group of people from CCS who particularly enjoy coming. Gold coin donations are paid into the parish for the use of the room. Our tutor is paid through a grant from the Lion Foundation. We are extremely grateful to Lesley du Mez of WEA for her support in organising this.

CANCER SOCIETY RELAY FOR LIFE

We took part in this event again on 1-2 March, with 28 people walking the course at Rugby Park during the day and night. Although we were unable to organise special fundraising for the event, we gained over $1000 in donations for the Cancer Society.

