Bluff Co-op Church, 10 September 2017
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Reading: Matthew 18.15-20
This reading is interesting for a number of reasons.

[1] it is only contained in Matthew

[2] it refers to the church, at a time when there was no church

[3] it contains one of the most well-known sayings in the Bible (v20)
Let us look at these three.

[1] Matthew, Mark and Luke are broadly similar – Synoptic Gospels. This has given rise to various theories about their interconnection. Is one of them first, and copied, or are all three dependent upon a common source? Because there is very little in Mark that is not found in Matthew and/or Luke it is often presumed that Mark was used by them. But even so both Matthew and Luke have material in common, not from Mark, so did they have another source (Q)? Further, both have material only they use – this section is only found to Matthew.

[2] v15-17 refers to church and so reads as though this was an addition by Matthew, whether or not it originates in some form from Jesus’ mouth.

The background is how to deal with problems in the church – if a brother sins against you. First a private talk, then one including one or two others from the church, and finally the whole church, before a possible excommunication. 
[3] This v20 is often used in small meetings for prayer to suggest that numbers do not matter, for Christ is there also. Whilst this is true, it is not what the verse is about!

V18-20 is about when those in the church agree to something, and so more for a business meeting than a worship service! It declares that when those in tune with Christ agree it is as if Christ was also agreeing. 
What do we learn? 
[1] That Matthew, Mark and Luke shared material, but also had unique sources.

[2] Here is a process a domineering pastor could use to get his own way, but is meant to be a loving way, and reads like it. Conflict in the church is better dealt through calm talk, than letting it spiral out of control. NB even a church can err, and needs the presence of Christ’s love, especially when exercising discipline.

[3] v20 is an encouragement to recognise the presence of Christ in a parish council meeting, even more so than a bible study group, prayer meeting or church service.

How often have we truly believed that, rather than merely a customary opening devotion?

Through all of this we gain some insight into early church life, which can still help us 2000 years later.
