
Sermon: Be filled with the Spirit (Eph 5.18)
I have a role in The Mousetrap, Mr Paravicini. To act well you need to know the lines, stage directions, everything else going on and to be ‘filled’ with the character (ie I have to become Mr Paravicini). 

There is a danger that becoming someone else might take over! See the Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde story.

Being filled implies some kind of takeover, even if temporarily.
In Paul’s day some religion cults used intoxicants (including wine) to reach as ecstatic religious ‘takeover’; Ephesian Christians may have done so. Paul disagrees. TEXT. For the right ‘takeover’, become intoxicated with God’s Spirit!
Is this just some emotional high? Possibly, but wait there’s more! 

V 18 Do not get drunk with wine, which will only ruin you – the Spirit instead makes us. TEXT. Being filled is not about losing control, but giving control to God; it is not about using artificial means to reach God, but about allowing God to change our natural habits/attitudes. It is an invitation we make to God, not to be perfect, but to allow the Spirit to slowly transform us into the likeness of Christ, which is our true destiny.

TEXT. The phrase ‘be filled’ is:
· Imperative Mood – a command, not an optional extra, and is for each person.
· Plural – not a ‘me’ thing, so I can get ‘power’, but for the whole Church together.
· Passive Voice – something we let God to do for us, no technique/formula. God wants to do this for us.  
· Present Continuous Tense – not a once-for-all event, but ongoing – we need continuous refilling!

The results? Finding out what God wants us to do (17), and praise of God in hearts not just lips (19), and thanks to God for everything (20). And wouldn’t all this be wonderful?
