Sermon: (based on John 12.20-33) Sir, we want to see Jesus (v21)

Been on stage this last week; left car & my glasses nearby for nearly four hours. Sore. Glad I can see though.  

Sight important in the Bible – Saul becomes temporarily blind (Acts 9.8), Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 11.46-52), Mark 9.22-25 story, John 9 story (man born blind). 
In each case the physical blindness is paralleled to spiritual blindness.

Greeks come to Philip probably because he has a Greek name, TEXT. In this passage we need to see beyond the physical – what is John trying to tell us?

[1] meet Jesus

The simplest meaning is that they want an interview with Jesus. Not the first time this happened in John – 
1.37-39 – 2 disciples of John follow Jesus to see where he lives, to which Jesus says, “Come and See”.

6.22-24 – after feeding 5000, the crowd go to Capernaum, “looking for him”.

TEXT. What these Greeks knew of Jesus we do not know, what they expected we have no idea. 
Sometimes someone comes into a church looking for Jesus, not physically (!) but in a simple, curious way.

[2] understand Jesus

The next meaning goes deeper, trying to make sense of what is going on.

True history not only shares the facts but tries to make sense of them, interpret them, making it subjective. 

Theology, and the history of Christian thinking, does the same. 
Greek philosophy dominated early Christian ideas with increasing complexity that often baffles us today.

God and Christ needed to be interpreted afresh – TEXT – true for us too.

We might have noticed a development of our ideas about Jesus since SS – we should have! 
Someone wanting to meet Jesus will need to understand him also.

[3] develop a relationship with Jesus

On its own [2] is lacking. A non-Christian can write theology, understand Jesus, yet still not believe.
Someone might meet Jesus, understand Jesus but still walk away; so the last meaning is most important.

A relationship can take many forms, eg marriages. At the heart of any good relationship with Jesus is trust.
TEXT – we want to trust Jesus, with our life, with our death, with all that we are and hope to be. 
This relationship develops only as we spend quality time with Jesus – not just reading the Bible and prayer, but also learning to trust, by actually doing it in times of stress or indecision. 
