Sermon: Can anything good come out from Nazareth? Come and see. (John 1.46)
In Ashburton it matters whether you live on the west or east of the railway; in Invercargill it is south or north of Tay St. TEXT.
South Alive has tried (and succeeded) to improve the image of South City, inc South City Community Choir.

This does not stop the prejudice. Prejudice is common throughout the world. JAFAs, and North Island perception of Southland. In UK, north and south. If you have lived elsewhere, you can add your own!

It also goes back to the Bible – TEXT. Jerusalem is where it was at; Galileans were impure Jews, forcibly Judaized c120 BC, though here it might be simple rival town jealousy.  

We are all prejudiced – based on location, social status, money, race, religion. As good Christians we try to keep these in check, or even deny them, but they leak out. Here, before God, we must acknowledge them. 
With prejudice we extrapolate from a particular instance to include all of the same type. So when the news is that some Maori has committed a crime, “Typical! They’re all the same!” Or when a South City home is burned down, “probably smoking, or left a chip pan on and fell asleep”. 
The trouble with prejudice is that it closes things down, restricts options, boxes people and situations.

Is this what we see in Jesus? Notice how he reacts to Nathanael. “A real Israelite, with no guile”

Fig-tree?  Micah 4.4: Every man will sit under his own vine and under his own fig tree.

Zechariah 3.10: In that day each of you will invite his neighbour to sit under his vine and fig-tree.

These indicate that what Nathanael was doing fitted in with the coming Kingdom of God.

Jesus open things up, reveals options, removes the boxes – think of woman caught in adultery, Zacchaeus, those who had leprosy, rich young ruler, eating with tax collectors, prostitutes and sinners. No prejudice, though he was prepared to challenge them where necessary.

But not just Jesus. Did you notice Philip’s reply to Nathanael? TEXT. Having met Jesus Philip is infected with his openness. Can this not also be true for us? Surprise to realise that some Maori are nice people, and that some who live north of Tay St are quite neighbourly!!! Our task is not just to reduce our prejudice, but also to become open people, welcoming all. Perfect chance here at Lindisfarne, situated at the geographic centre of the city. TEXT.
