Reading: Isaiah 9.2, 6-7 
The people of Israel were God’s people. They had failed God, but God had a Plan to put things right. 
Isaiah and other prophets were witnesses to this message and shared it with God’s people, but for centuries after nothing seemed to happen. Had God forgotten them? Did God really care? Why should God wait put his plan into operation? When would the Messiah come?

Reading: Luke 1.26-38 
Even if Mary had any opinion about the coming of the Messiah, she never would have dreamt she would be involved. And what an involvement! A baby out of wedlock, in an era where that might lead to loss of fiancé, disgrace to her and her family, even stoning. Why did she say ‘yes’? Presumably because she recognised the visitor as coming from God, and in her (maybe) naïve way trusted that all would be well. That attitude would be one she would pass to her son, and he would need it when faced with equal hardship. 
Reading: Matthew 1.18-25 
I wonder what Joseph’s dreams had been before that fateful day; dreams about him and Mary, looking forward to the first intimate love-making after marriage, a strong future together? It was one thing to have the strange dream from God, another to recognise it as such. Such a belief - that God could genuinely speak through a dream. No doubts, no questions. Remarkable. What would it take for us to do the same? Maybe not a dream, but would we believe any message or any messenger? Here was another strong character to share with a growing Jesus what it means to believe in God. How Jesus would need that faith too!  
Reading: Luke 2.1-7 
One of the prophets, Micah, wrote that from Bethlehem would come a ruler for Israel. See how God’s Plan twists and turns; notice how God even uses the mighty Roman Empire to ensure the Plan remains perfect. But what strange perfection! The baby is born, not only away from home, but in a place of animals, resting quietly in a feeding trough. Who would believe it if they had been told? Nearby shepherds, that’s who.
Reading: Luke 2.8-20 
Shepherds disturbed by a bright light, the voice of an angel and the singing of the heavenly chorus, would have been forgiven for fleeing, hot-foot from the scene. But the sheep needed them, and maybe the shepherds were petrified. Being Jews they recognised angels when they saw them, angels who were God’s official messengers. Being Jews they knew to obey God’s authority. Being Jews they set found the baby, the one awaited for ages, the one who would bring God’s Plan to fruition. 
Reading: John 1.1-14  
John reflects on the life of Jesus, tries to make sense of the nature of God’s Plan. God could see the silence of shame and the numbness of weariness; and God spoke the Word. God could see the decay of death and the withering of human society; and the Word brought Life. God could see the darkness of sin and the black hole of hopelessness; and the Word was the Light. A Light to enlighten humanity into the glory, the forgiveness, the refreshing of God’s Plan. For in God’s time, in God’s way, Love came down at Christmas. 
