Lindisfarne Methodist Church, 1 January 2017          New Year
    

Sermon: Get up, take the child & his mother & escape to Egypt, & stay there until I tell you to leave (Mt 2.13)

Christmas & New Year a week apart makes for an interesting week. For many both are times of celebration; they are quite different. Christmas is more joyful & family-oriented; New Year is more reflective & hopeful.
cf Matthew 2 story: wise men and a new family of three; then escape to Egypt & eventual return to Israel.

Oppression from the king of Israel, flight, ending with the holy family as refugees in Egypt.
It reverses the Exodus story. Oppression from the king of Egypt, flight, ending with the holy nation as refugees in Israel. No wonder that there are comparisons made between Moses and Jesus.
In 2017 are we fleeing that which oppresses – illness, relationships, financial woes. How can we TEXT? Where is our Egypt, our place of temporary safety? 

Mary & Joseph return, seeking ‘the same old’. Things have changed – new, potentially oppressive king.

Israel might have wanted to do that too, but things have changed.
Ever returned to a community you left years earlier? Never the same, is it?

2017 can never be 2016. Things have changed.

Mary & Joseph moved to Galilee (which in Luke they came from, but not in Matthew!) A new start.

Israel moved to a bigger region than Jacob came from.

What kind of new start do we hope for in 2017?
