Sermon:  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth…  the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. (Gen 1.1-3, part of)

Beginnings can be quite exciting – like asking couples how they met, or a presbyter’s first day in a new parish, or the start of some major redecoration.

[1] In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Beginning of Creation must have been exciting too. Imagine God sitting down “Now what shall I do first?”

We have a creation story in Gen 1, and another (different) in Gen 2(!).

However creation occurred, God was there.  

[2] The ‘Ruach Elohim’ was hovering over the face of the waters
Ruach Elohim = Wind/Spirit of God. In Hebrew it is a feminine word! In Greek it is a neutral word.

(This does not mean that Jews see Spirit as feminine, nor Greeks as neither male nor female, though some modern theologians get quite excited by the thought of part of God being feminine)  

(Also Jews do not see this as evidence of the Holy Spirit as somehow separate from the Creator/Father.)
Before a service I’m like a cat on hot bricks! cf ‘hovering’, suggesting pent-up energy waiting to burst out. 
[3] And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

The Methodist Church in UK confessed to 1885 cases of abuse since 1950, which included sexual, physical, emotional and domestic abuse as well as cases of neglect. Worrying was not just that this happened, but that some folk were two-faced – words and deeds did not match. To some extent we are all like that.
But God’s words are not mere words; when God speaks things happen.
In John’s Gospel Jesus is known as the Word of God. NB John 1.1 is very similar to Gen 1.1. The Word was there at the beginning. 

So in this creation story we see God as Trinity present and active.

So what? 
Creation is not like school, which eventually you leave behind, but like the best kind of relationship which continues, even beyond death. 

So if God was there at beginning, God is here now also. This gives us courage to face life with all its joys and sorrows. We do not face it alone.

