Sermon:  “Woman, why are you crying?” they asked her. “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know where they have put him!” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned towards him & said, “Rabboni!” (Jn 20.13, 16) 
There was a student at my old school nicknamed Smiler. Always smiled. After a while it was obviously false.

When it comes to Easter & Resurrection Christians can often seem like Smiler.

Resurrection means a number of things - New Life, Forgiveness, Renewed Hope. These can seem false.
Two things certain in life – death and taxes. One reason why young people take risks is that death is not a reality. As a person ages most have to face this reality. This is not about the point of death, but eternal nothingness. We rebel against the idea, taking comfort in ‘the immortality of the soul’, or reincarnation.

Reality needs accepting, and this is hard.  In Christ God offers new life.
But new life only makes sense if you face up to the reality of death.
Teapot Tapes and Bradley Ambrose – John Key has refused to apologise. To do so would damage his political standing. Methodist Church in UK has apologised for any historic sexual misdemeanours. 

Some find it hard to admit any mistakes: it mars a sense of self, damages self-reputation and that of those whom you represent – eg ‘fancy a minister doing that!’   

We all sin and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3.23). In Christ God offers forgiveness.

But forgiveness only makes sense if you face up to the reality of sin.

There is much in life that can lead to despair: an accident that leaves paralysis, a terminal prognosis, the betrayal of a friend or loved one, the growing certainty of global warming, continual low milk prices for dairy farmers already heavily in debt. 
In the face of this some retain an unreal optimism. Hope is quite different.

We need to accept the aching pain of despair if we are to find hope.  In Christ God offers renewed hope.

But renewed hope only makes sense if you face up to the reality of despair. 
In the conversation between Mary and Jesus we see her face death and despair, and come away with new life and renewed hope. (Later Peter and Jesus shows similar facing of sin and forgiveness, John 21.15-19). May we be honest with God about death, sin and despair so we too can find faith in new life, the love of God’s forgiveness and a renewed hope for a future with God in this life and beyond. 
