Sermon: Immediately the spirit of the Lord took control of David (1 Samuel 16.13)
(The trouble with having been here over 9 years is that the same readings have come twice already. 3 years ago with this reading I said that God looks at the heart not appearances. So I can’t repeat myself here!)
Why was David different? Like Eliab (v7) David was handsome. So it is not that God chose the opposite.
Probably most of Jesse’s sons were handsome and had good hearts too. There must be more.

The Parish Council on your behalf is trying to choose your next presbyter; it is hard. The presbyter profiles give you the outward stuff, but not the inward. Even if we had photos it would be hard to judge, as Samuel found out. We presume that all presbyters’ hearts are good ones. There must be more.

I think the key is found at the end of the story. God declares that David is the one and Samuel anoints him. This was effectively a king’s coronation and British monarchs are still anointed. It is not ‘just a ceremony’ – but like baptism and communion something deeper is going on. Elizabeth felt the ‘weight’ of that anointing. Anointing was not just that which confirmed but also that which enabled.
TEXT. This is the key. Anointing granted the Spirit – see Jesus at his baptism. Messiah = Anointed One.

Spirit is not only given so that others will know David is God’s choice, but to enable David to be that choice. 

TEXT. Only after David is anointed does God’s Spirit take control of him. Same happened to Saul though not immediately after the anointing (1 Samuel 10.1 & 10). Also happened to Samson (Judges 14.6, 19; 15.14). NB Bezalel (Exodus 31.3) was filled with Spirit in craft artistry.

This is what God is always does. Eg 1 Corinthians 1.26b-27: From the human point of view few of you were wise… God purposely chose what the world considers nonsense.  NB No mention there of the Spirit as such. God does not just choose the unlikely, but after that choice the Spirit is given. TEXT.

ie When God chooses he then equips. Who is chosen is not the finished product; that is the Spirit’s job.

We (and others) cannot always see our own leadership potential, but God can see.

Sometimes you need to take a step of faith before God will grant his power to do the task/role.

What might God be calling you to do or be (as individuals and as a parish)? You feel inadequate? Good! Adequacy will come but only after you accept the call! That is what we learn from the story.
