Sermon: The time is coming when I will fulfil the promise… (Jeremiah 33.14)
In 1997 we prepared to move from South Wales to West Yorkshire, and asked a local removals firm to quote – they came, promised a quote but it never came! “Welsh” – to renege on a deal.

In a play we saw recently a groom said he could only promise not to intend having an affair! At least he was honest. Many break wedding promises, and baptismal ones.

TEXT. God makes a promise. Does God breaks promises?

We humans might not keep them, either because we never meant to, or found ourselves ‘unable’ to.

God is different. God always means to keep and always does keep promises.   
See also Luke 4.21 “This passage of scripture has come true today” 
TEXT. What is God’s promise? I will choose as king a righteous descendant of David. (Jeremiah 33.15).

I am a little scared of being President of the Methodist Church of NZ, not because of the many meetings I will chair inc Conference, nor the travel, but abuse of that power. In Lord of the Rings – the great wizard Gandalf refused the powerful (but evil) Ring for fear it would corrupt him. We are flawed, power corrupts. 

God promises a Messiah/king, who will not be corrupted, but will uphold justice.

Jesus declares that he is that king/Messiah (The Spirit of the Lord is upon me Luke 4.18). We see in Jesus a king who does not ‘lord’ it over others, but comes as a weak and vulnerable servant – the right kind of king.
In Jeremiah’s day Judah was at war with Babylon, and eventually lost. Imagine the fear, and desperation at that time. God says “The people of Judah… will be rescued” (Jeremiah 33.16) by this coming righteous king.

Jesus in Nazareth promised liberty for captives, sight for the blind, freedom for the oppressed (Luke 4.18). 

The Messiah will bring relief for the poor – as well as poor in money, those poor in time, energy, mental capacity, emotional energy, spiritual confidence. Where are we ‘poor’? What are we captive to? Where are we blind to God in action? Does Covid-19 make us feel oppressed? What are our fears and desperation? 

The coming king, Jesus, will act on all this, which is why in Advent we eagerly await his coming. TEXT. 

